[Health care needs of children and adolescents with chronic conditions].
Using data from the German Health Interview and Examination Survey for Children and Adolescents (KiGGS), we studied the association between chronic health conditions and specific health care needs among children and adolescents in Germany. A chronic health condition was defined based on standardized parent questionnaires and computer-assisted parent interviews regarding any lasting illness or health problem, congenital malformation or officially recognized disability. As part of the parent questionnaire, the validated German version of the Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN) screener was used to assess special health care needs. Overall, 38.7% of the study population had at least one chronic health condition, as compared to 73.0% of children and adolescents who were identified as having specific health care needs. Only 25.8% of children and adolescents with chronic health conditions were found to have any special health care needs. However, this proportion varied considerably according to the type of health condition. Overall 3.7% of study participants screened positive for special health care needs, while no specific chronic health condition was reported by their parents. In multiple logistic regression analyses, factors independently associated with the absence of perceived health care needs among children and adolescents with chronic health conditions included female gender, migration background, a lower socioeconomic status, residence in former West Germany, a lower number of concomitant health problems, and the absence of behavioural problems. The identification of special health care needs among children and adolescents without any reported chronic health condition was determined by male gender, having no migration background, and evidence of behavioural problems. Further analyses are necessary to elucidate the relationship between chronic health conditions and health care needs among children and adolescents. These need to focus on specific health conditions and should include additional information on health-related quality of life, health care services use, and psychosocial resources.